
FIGFOUR AND CLIMBING WALLS
ASK BEFORE YOU USE YOUR FIGFOUR TOOLS ON YOUR LO-
CAL CLIMBING WALL. ADDITIONAL SAFETY ADVICE FOR WALLS 
CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM: WWW.ALPKIT.COM/DRYICE

Figfour is designed for progression only. It is not a safety device.
Do not use it to create a belay and do not use it for protection.

Additional support can be 
found on the Alpkit website.
www.alpkit.com/support

Alpkit Ltd 
Ropewalk Industrial Estate
Ilkeston
DE7 5HX
United Kingdom

Tel: 0115 932 5050

FIGFOUR SAFETY ADVICE
Figfour is a training aid designed for progression: it is not intended to, and 
does not, provide safety or protection against falls from height. The tools 
are designed for use on indoor climbing walls by climbers who know how 
to use them and recognise the situations appropriate for their use.

The Figfour components are designed for ease of use and can be put together 
without additional tools. Users should inspect the tools before each use and 
ensure both bolts are tight and shafts and loops are undamaged. 

When top-roping it is recommended that Figfour is attached to your rope via a 
cord or lanyard of an appropriate length. This can be attached through the hole 
at the end of the shaft. Lead climbing with lanyards can be dangerous and 
we do not recommend you use Figfour for leading. Falling directly onto the 
lanyard could generate a shock load with a high fall factor which could cause 
injury. Do not use lanyards for hanging or resting on your tools. 

Warning
Users must recognise that climbing and mountaineering are activities with a high danger of personal 
injury or death, both outdoors and indoors. Participants in these activities should be aware of, 
and accept, these risks and be responsible for their own actions and involvement. Whoever uses 
Alpkit products must be technically competent and possess appropriate cautionary know-how. 
Each climber must personally assume responsibility for risks resulting from improper use of Alpkit 
products. The materials do not last forever, they will deteriorate with use and abuse: check your 
tools before every use and do not hesitate to replace worn or broken equipment.

For more information about 
where you can use your 
Figfour tools, images, training 
tips or to find a wall that 
already has a set to hire visit: 
www.alpkit.com/dryice
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A. INSERT THE PIN 
THROUGH THE 
SMALL HOLES. 

B. INSERT CLAMPS 
THROUGH EYELET 
AND TIGHTEN.

WHEN TOP ROPING 
ATTACH LANYARD 
TO ROPE, DON’T 
CLIP THEM TO 
YOUR HARNESS.

DO NOT PLACE YOUR HANDS OR FEET 
THROUGH THE RUBBER LOOP.

USE EYE 
PROTECTION.

CLIMBERS BE AWARE OF 
SPOTTERS OR OTHER 
CLIMBERS WHEN 
BOULDERING.

HAND TWIST TIGHT 
AND TIGHTEN WITH 
6MM ALLEN KEY

READY TO CLIMB!

CHECK 
BEFORE USE

THIN

THICK

DIE CUT
RUBBER LOOP

CLAMPS & PIN
SHAFT

LINE UP 
RUBBER LOOP 
WITH THE HOLES IN 
THE SHAFT MAKING 
SURE THE THICK SIDE OF 
RUBBER IS ON THE INSIDE OF THE LOOP.

OK NO!

NO!

1

GETTING STARTED: SETTING UP YOUR FIGFOUR DRYTOOL

3

2

4

QUICK TIPS FOR USE AND SAFE PRACTICES

Do not attach wrist leashes to the •	
tools.
Do not store the tools wet, or in a wet •	
or humid environment.
Remember that holds can spin and •	
break.
Remember that loops could fail •	
unexpectedly.
Check clamps are tight before each •	
route/problem.
Visually inspect shafts and loops for •	
damage before each session and 
replace if necessary.

Be aware of the danger of a dropped •	
tool.
Do not place hands or feet through •	
the rubber loops.
When top-roping ensure your belayer •	
keeps a tight top rope.
Do not leave tools on mats between •	
problems or routes.
We recommend wearing suitable eye •	
protection when using the tools.
Do not use the shafts for torquing.•	

General Use



A
d

d
itional sup

p
ort can b

e 
found

 on the A
lp

kit w
eb

site.
w

w
w

.alp
kit.com

/sup
p

ort

A
lp

kit Ltd
 

R
op

ew
alk Ind

ustrial E
state

Ilkeston
D

E
7 5H

X
U

nited
 K

ingd
om

Tel: 0115 932 5050

ADDITIONAL SAFETY ADVICE FOR W
ALLS

This inform
ation is p

rovid
ed

 
as an introd

uction to the 
use of Figfour tools at a 
p

ub
lic clim

b
ing w

all. If you 
are intend

ing to use Figfour 
at your ow

n clim
b

ing w
all 

you should
 carry out a 

full risk assessm
ent and

 
b

e aw
are of the p

otential 
d

angers to Figfour users 
and

 other w
all users. 

This inform
ation can b

e 
d

ow
nload

ed
 from

:
w

w
w

.alp
kit.com

/d
ryice

W
all m

anagers should
 b

e aw
are that Figfour has som

e sp
ecific safety consid

erations over and
 ab

ove norm
al 

w
all activities. This d

ocum
ent outlines som

e of these consid
erations and

 includ
es a sam

p
le risk assessm

ent.

U
S

IN
G

 FIG
FO

U
R

 AT
 Y

O
U

R
 W

A
LL

You d
o not need

 any sp
ecial hold

s to 
use Figfour, how

ever in general hold
s 

w
ith a larger and

 m
ore p

ositive lip
 are 

easier to use. Jugs can b
e used

 on 
overhanging faces for p

ow
erful m

oves 
or round

ed
 hold

s can b
e used

 on slab
s 

for sketchy, b
alancey p

rob
lem

s.

It is likely that you w
ill b

e ab
le to use 

Figfour on m
ost of your current routes, 

how
ever to get the m

ost out of Figfour 
tools you m

ay choose to set sp
ecific 

routes.

Figfour can b
e used

 in a b
ould

ering or 
top

-rop
ing environm

ent. P
lease read

 
the follow

ing safety ad
vice to help

 you 
d

ecid
e how

 b
est to use Figfour at your 

w
all.

Figfour should
 b

e used
 in a calm

 and
 

controlled
 environm

ent. E
nsure that 

there is am
p

le sp
ace around

 any clim
b

-
ers using the tools, they w

ill need
 m

ore 
sp

ace than norm
al d

ue to the length 
of the tools and

 the risk of d
rop

p
ing / 

throw
ing them

. O
ther w

all users should
 

b
e alert to the risk of falling clim

b
ers and

 
tools. 

S
A

FE
T

Y
 A

D
V

IC
E

A
lthough Figfour has no sharp

 ed
ges 

like a trad
itional ice clim

b
ing axe it can 

still cause injury if it slip
s off a hold

 and
 

strikes the clim
b

er in the face or in the 
b

od
y. D

ue to the nature of d
ry tooling 

clim
b

ers can fall w
ithout w

arning, in an 
aw

kw
ard

 p
osition and

 w
ith heavy tools 

in their hand
s.

P
erso

nal p
ro

tectio
n

C
lim

b
ers should

 b
e encouraged

 to w
ear 

ap
p

rop
riate safety glasses.

C
lim

b
ers should

 b
e aw

are that tools can 
fall on them

.

D
o not use w

rist loop
s.

D
o not leave tools on m

ats d
uring use.

C
lim

b
ers m

ay p
refer to w

ear gloves.

B
o

uld
ering

Figfour should
 alw

ays b
e used

 in a con-
trolled

 environm
ent. There is a high risk 

of clim
b

ers releasing the tools w
hen they 

fall so a larger than norm
al land

ing zone 
should

 b
e created

. S
p

ectators should
 

p
ay sp

ecial attention to falling axes or 
getting hit b

y sw
inging tools. C

lim
b

ers 
using ad

vanced
 m

oves such as Figures 
of Four should

 b
e aw

are that they could
 

fall in very aw
kw

ard
 p

ositions, onto their 
tools or get feet and

 hand
s trap

p
ed

 in 
the rub

b
er loop

s. 

To
p

-ro
p

ing
There is a risk of clim

b
ers d

rop
p

ing 
Figfour on other w

all users. For this 
reason w

e recom
m

end
 attaching a lan-

yard
. These lanyard

s should
 b

e clip
p

ed
 

into the rop
e ab

ove the tie-in p
oint and

 
long enough so that they d

o not restrict 
m

ovem
ent. B

elayers should
 b

e m
ad

e 
aw

are of this risk and
 keep

 a tight rop
e 

at all tim
es.

W
all m

anagers m
ay d

ecid
e to sep

erate 
clim

b
ers using Figfour from

 clim
b

ers on 
ad

jacent routes d
ue to the risk of b

eing 
struck b

y falling tools. 

W
e strongly recom

m
end

 p
artnering up

 
w

ith an actual b
elayer w

hen using Fig-
four rather than an auto-b

elay d
evice.

Lead
ing

Figfour is not d
esigned

 for lead
ing.

M
aintenance

Figfour is a low
 m

aintenance p
rod

uct. 
B

efore each use check that the clam
p

s 
are tight. These can b

e clasp
ed

 b
etw

een 
the rub

b
er loop

 for b
etter grip

 and
 tight-

ened
 b

y hand
. C

heck the rub
b

er loop
 is 

in good
 cond

ition, rem
ove the clam

p
s 

to check the cond
ition of the eyelet and

 
if your loop

s are frayed
 they can b

e 
cleaned

 up
 b

y running a hot b
lad

e along 
the ed

ge of the loop
.

B
M

C
 P

articip
atio

n S
tatem

ent
The B

M
C

 recognises that clim
b

ing and
 m

oun-
taineering are activities w

ith a d
anger of p

ersonal 
injury or d

eath. P
articip

ants in these activities 
should

 b
e aw

are of and
 accep

t these risks and
 b

e 
resp

onsib
le for their ow

n actions and
 involvem

ent.
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E
xam

p
le R

isk A
ssessm

ent fo
r Fig

fo
ur D

ry To
o

ling
 S

essio
ns

H
azard

W
ho is at 

risk
P

rob
ab

ility
P

otential 
S

everity
P

recautions
A

ction

It is assum
ed

 that a risk assessm
ent has b

een carried
 out b

y the w
all hosting the session for b

ould
ering or top

-rop
ed

 clim
b

ing and
 its 

p
recautions ob

served
 d

uring Figfour sessions.

H
old

 b
reaking/ 

sp
inning

C
lim

b
er

M
ed

ium
Low

O
ngoing m

aintenance of hold
s b

y centre staff, hold
s rem

oved
/tight-

ened
 as soon as they b

ecom
e unusab

le/loose. E
ye p

rotection to b
e 

w
orn b

y clim
b

ers.

S
taff

Fall from
 height

C
lim

b
er

H
igh

Low
Tools only to b

e used
 on d

esignated
 clim

b
ing w

all ab
ove m

atting or 
rop

ed
 as ap

p
rop

riate.  S
tand

ard
 safety p

roced
ures for eq

uip
m

ent and
 

b
elaying m

ust b
e ob

served
.

C
lim

b
er

Tool slip
p

ing off the 
hold

C
lim

b
er /

sp
ectator

M
ed

ium
M

ed
ium

C
lim

b
ers should

 b
e w

arned
 of the risk, b

e encouraged
 to clim

b
 in 

control and
 b

e aw
are of the p

otential for unexp
ected

 falls at all tim
es. 

E
ye p

rotection to b
e w

orn.

C
lim

b
er

Falling on to tool
C

lim
b

er
M

ed
ium

H
igh

C
lim

b
ers are instructed

 to take care and
 b

e resp
onsib

le w
hen using 

tools. S
taff w

ill also b
e vigilant and

 shall p
rovid

e ad
vice if need

ed
. 

Tools should
 not b

e p
laced

 or held
 b

ehind
 the b

od
y or left on m

atting 
w

hen not in use.

S
taff/

clim
b

er

D
rop

p
ed

 tool falling 
on to p

erson
C

lim
b

er/
sp

ectator
M

ed
ium

H
igh

C
lim

b
ers should

 b
e w

arned
 of the d

anger, no sp
otting should

 b
e p

ro-
vid

ed
 and

 sp
ectators m

ust alw
ays b

e at a safe d
istance from

 clim
b

er.
S

taff/
clim

b
er

Falling on to m
ats

C
lim

b
er

H
igh

Low
C

lim
b

ers should
 check fall zone for hazard

s b
efore clim

b
ing. S

taff 
should

 m
ake sure m

ats are in the right p
lace and

 have no gap
s.

S
taff/

clim
b

er

H
old

 p
op

p
ing 

though the p
ly

C
lim

b
er

M
ed

ium
Low

C
lim

b
ers should

 b
e w

arned
 of the risk, b

e encouraged
 to clim

b
 in 

control and
 b

e aw
are of the p

otential for unexp
ected

 falls at all tim
es.

S
taff

M
uscle strains

C
lim

b
er

H
igh

M
ed

ium
C

lim
b

ers should
 w

arm
 up

 thoroughly b
efore using tools.

C
lim

b
er

Lead
 clim

b
ing w

ith 
lanyard

s
C

lim
b

er
M

ed
ium

H
igh

C
lim

b
ers should

 b
e w

arned
 of the d

anger of shock load
ing in the 

event of a fall. Figfour should
 not b

e m
ad

e availab
le for lead

ing.
S

taff/
clim

b
er

D
rop

p
ed

 tool w
hen 

top
 rop

ing
C

lim
b

er/
sp

ectator
M

ed
ium

H
igh

C
lim

b
ers should

 b
e w

arned
 of the d

anger, b
ungee / lanyard

 leashes 
should

 b
e fitted

 and
 clim

b
ers instructed

 in their p
rop

er use.
S

taff/
clim

b
er

S
trike injury for 

sp
ectators

C
lim

b
er/

sp
ectator

M
ed

ium
H

igh
C

lim
b

ers should
 b

e w
arned

 of the d
anger, no sp

otting should
 b

e p
ro-

vid
ed

 and
 sp

ectators m
ust alw

ays b
e at a safe d

istance from
 clim

b
er.

S
taff/

clim
b

er

Failure of loop
 or 

shaft of tool in use
C

lim
b

er/
sp

ectator
M

ed
ium

Low
C

lim
b

ers instructed
 in m

aintenance of tools clam
p

s and
 strap

s w
ill b

e 
rem

oved
/rep

laced
/tightened

 as soon as they b
ecom

e w
orn/ loose.

S
taff/ 

clim
b

er
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This inform
ation is 

p
rovid

ed
 as an exam

p
le 

only and
 is not m

eant 
to b

e com
p

rehensive 
or d

efinitive. If you are 
intend

ing to use Figfour at 
your ow

n clim
b

ing w
all you 

should
 carry out a full risk 

assessm
ent and

 b
e aw

are 
of the p

otential d
angers to 

Figfour users and
 other w

all 
users. 
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